
2018 UVA Classics Day Certamen 
Intermediate Level FINALS 

 
Tossup #1: Where in 207 BC did the Roman forces defeat those of the Hasdrubal Barca 
preventing him from bringing siege equipment and supplies to his brother Hannibal? 

METAURUS RIVER 
BO1: Name either of the two Roman generals responsible for this much needed victory. 

(M. LIVIUS) SALINATOR or (C.) CLAUDIUS NERO 
BO2: What did the Romans do to Hasdrubal following the battle? 

THEY BEHEADED HIM AND CATAPULTED HIS HEAD INTO HANNIBAL’S CAMP 
 

Tossup #2: Jupiter turned her into a naiad, and gave her a sacred spring in Latium, though she 
was worshipped throughout Campania by her temples, cult of healthful waters, and a fountain 
next to the Roman forum. In his Aeneid, Vergil made her a sister of Turnus, who retreats to her 
waters in mourning after his death. Name this goddess of fountains, wells, and springs. 

JUTURNA 
BO1: Ovid tells of Juturna’s affair with Jupiter, after which Juno took the nymph and placed her 
in the stars. Give the technical term for the act of turning a creature into a constellation. 

CATASTERISM 
BO2: What sister of Juturna tattled on Jupiter to Juno, and as punishment Jupiter ripped out her 
tongue? 

LARA 
 

Tossup #3: For the verb deleo, give the 2nd person plural pluperfect active indicative. 
DELEVERATIS 

BO1: Now change that to the 3rd person plural pluperfect passive indicative. 

DELETI/AE ERATIS 
BO2: Now change that to the 1st person singular perfect passive subjunctive. 

DELETUS/A ERIM 
 

Tossup #4: Complete the following analogy – mergo is to mergit as nolo is to ___. 
NON VULT 

BO1: …mergo is to mergat as nolo is to ____ 
NOLIT 



BO2: … mergo is to mergeret as nolo is to ____ 
NOLLET 

 
Tossup #5: The Atlantic Ocean is named after the titan Atlas, as is the mythical city Atlantis. 
According to Plato, where is Atlantis located? 

IN THE WESTERN OCEAN (moderator note: if someone sings “under the sea” from the little 
mermaid they get full points) 

BO1: Atlas also gives his name to the Atlas Mountains. Name one modern-day country where 
you would find the Atlas mountains? 

TUNISIA, ALGERIA, MOROCCO 
BO2: Name the goddess of the Pleiades who Atlas fathered by the Oceanid Pleione and resided 
on the island of Ogygia where she kept Odysseus for 7 years. 

CALYPSO 
 

[Score Check] 
 

Tossup #6: Alright, you incorrigible landlubbers, from what root Latin verb with what meaning 
does ‘incorrigible’ derive? 

REGERE - TO RULE 
BO1: You got that one, you obsequious scallywags, but what Latin verb does “obsequious” come 
from? 

SEQUOR - TO FOLLOW 
BO2: One last question, you inexorable rapscallions, from what Latin verb with what meaning 
does rapscall- just kidding- inexorable come from? 

ORARE - BEG 
 
Tossup #7: Differentiate in meaning between the following:       

HOMO - man, person 
ORDO - rank, class 
ORATIO - oration 

NEMO - nobody 
BO1: Now give the genitive of nemo: 

NEMINIS 
BO2: Now translate this sentence into English: Homo habuit orationem contra neminem. 

THE MAN DELIVERED AN ORATION AGAINST NO ONE. 
 



 
 
Tossup #8: For the verb vinciō give the 3rd person plural, future, passive, indicative. 

VINCIENTUR 
BO1: Make VINCIENTUR imperfect. 

VINCIEBANTUR 
BO2: Make VINCIEBANTUR 2nd person. 

VINCIEBARIS 
 

Tossup #9: Big Shaq taught us, “man’s not hot” because water is inherently cool. But, do you 
know who was hot? Who was the Roman hero who set himself ablaze and and charged into the 
enemy lines committing devotio at the battle of Sentinum in 295 BC? 

DECIUS MUS (II) 
BO1: What famous Roman hero set his right hand ablaze earning him the nickname lefty? 

MUCIUS SCAEVOLA 
BO2: Decius Mus’s father, of the same name, also committed devotio. At which battle in 339 
BC did this event occur? 

VESUVIUS 
 
Tossup #10: Translate: Una solea Iasonī est. 

JASON HAS ONE SANDAL 
BO1: …Venus magnō auxiliō Aenēae erat. 

VENUS WAS A GREAT HELP TO AENEAS 
BO2: Identify the three uses of the dative illustrated in the previous two sentences. 

POSSESSION, PURPOSE, REFERENCE 
 

 [Score Check] 
 

Tossup #11: Cum adnueris, fungere mandato secundo: Surge, et cane sirenios cantus. 
HE/SHE SHOULD STAND AND SING A SIREN SONG. 

BO1: Surgite, et agite veluti nautae aligantes Ulixem, Sirenis minantibus. 
THEY SHOULD STAND AND PRETEND TO TIE UP ODYSSEUS, WITH THE SIRENS 

THREATENING. 



BO2: Now perform this grand finale: Actor qui partem Ulixis agit, nunc valesce et funes 
frange, certans omnibus cum nautis. 

THE ACTOR WHO PLAYS ODYSSEUS SHOULD GROW STRONG, BREAK THE 
ROPES, AND FIGHT THE SAILORS 

 
Tossup #12: Ptolemy Philadelphus, Alexander Helios, and Cleopatra Selene are the three 
children of what ambitious couple who had a scandalous affair on the Nile River? 

MARCUS ANTONIUS (MARC ANTONY) AND CLEOPATRA (VII) 
BO1: What was the name of the son Cleopatra had with Julius Caesar, whose name is lent to the 
modern medical procedure known as a C-section? 

CAESARIAN 

BO2: Which brother of Cleopatra tried to curry favor with Caesar by having Pompey 
assassinated which, unfortunately for him, only turned Caesar against him and inflamed Caesar 
to the point that Caesar joined forces with Cleopatra to reinstate her to the throne? 

PTOLEMY XIII 
 
Tossup #13: Complete this analogy. Tertius : tres :: _________ : quinque. 

QUINTUS 
BO1: Complete this analogy. malus : male :: magnus : ______. 

MAGNOPERE 
BO2: Now complete this analogy. magnus : maius :: idoneus : ______. 

MAGIS IDONEUM 
 
Tossup #14: To what “favorite” of his did Poseidon give a winged chariot to help defeat the King 
Oenomaus and win the hand of his daughter Hippodameia? 

PELOPS 
BO1: Name the king’s charioteer and son of Hermes who sabotaged Oenomaus’ chariot and was 
later pushed into the sea by Pelops 

MYRTILUS 
BO2: After marrying Hippodameia Pelops became king of Pisa, however he was unable to 
conquer Arcadia, so instead he befriended what king and then treacherously murdered him and 
scattered his limbs causing a famine? 

STYMPHALUS 
 



Tossup #15: Bridges typically provide passage over water. At which battle in 312 AD did 
Constantine I defeat Maxentius to claim sole power in the West? 

MILVIAN BRIDGE 
 
BO1: Who was Maxentius’s father, who had been forced into retirement by his co-Augustus, 
Diocletian, in 305 AD? 

MAXIMIAN 
BO2: Who was Constantine I’s father, Caesar to Maximian in the original tetrarchy? 

CONSTANTIUS CHLORUS 
 

[Score Check] 

 
Tossup #16: Please differentiate in meaning between the following Latin words: Vis, Cis 

VIS - MIGHT/YOU WANT, CIS - ON THIS SIDE 
BO1: Now do the same for these words: Dis, Glis 

DIS - RICH, GLIS – DORMOUSE 
BO2: Now do the same for these two words: Bis, Lis 

BIS - TWICE, LIS - DISPUTE 
 

Tossup #17: Translate the following English sentence into Latin: Questions about fish please me. 
 QUAESTIONES/INTERROGATA/INTERROGANDA DE PISCIBUS MIHI PLACENT. 

BO1: Now translate this sentence: I am disgusted by the smell of fish in this Certamen. 
ME TAEDET ODORIS PISCIS/PISCIUM IN HOC CERTAMINE 

BO2: Now, using an inchoative, translate the following: I am growing to love talking about fish. 
AMASCO DICENDUM/LOQUAMDUM DE PISCIBUS 

 
Tossup #18: In book 9 of the Aeneid Turnus attempted to burn Aeneas’ ships. What happened 
instead? 

THE SHIPS WERE CHANGED IN TO SEA NYMPHS 
BO1: What Phrygian goddess with the title Magna Mater did this because the ships were made 
from her sacred pine trees? 

CYBELE 

BO2: To what god did Cybele pray to make this happen? 
JUPITER/ZEUS 



 
Tossup #19: Some Roman emperors really like their water, to the point that they build massive 
public baths. Which Roman emperor built such a bath complex and was slaughtered while he 
was making water upon his visit to the site of Carrhae in 217 AD? 

CARACALLA 
BO1: Who was Caracalla’s Praetorian Prefect, who used a disgruntled soldier to end Caracalla’s 
reign in such a crude manner and seize power for himself? 

MACRINUS 
BO2: To be fair to Macrinus, Caracalla was a bad guy. He even murdered his own brother on a 
whim in 211 AD. Who was Caracalla’s brother and co-heir of Septimius Severus? 

GETA 

 
[Score Check] 

 
Tossup #20: When recognized, please perform the following command: Age sicut cancer et 
gradere ad sinistram et dexteram. 

ACT LIKE A CRAB AND WALK TO THE LEFT AND RIGHT. 
BO: Now perform this command. Se demittite ad puppem et se iactate ut piscis. 

DROP ON THE DECK AND FLOP LIKE A FISH. 
BO2: Now this command: Agite ut piscatores, et piscamini unum ex vobis. 

PLAYERS SHOULD ACT LIKE FISHERMEN AND CATCH ONE OF THEIR 
TEAMMATES 

 
[Congratulate teams and send scoresheet to 066 New Cabell Hall] 

 
 


