
2018 UVA Classics Day Certamen 
Upper Level Finals 

Tossup #1: When a plague was ravaging the Romans, they set sail to Epidaurus to beseech 
for what god to cure their city? 

ASCULEPIUS 
BO1: The Greeks did not allow them to take the statue. What creature instead 
returned with the Romans? 

SNAKE/SERPENT 
BO2: To what specific location did the snake rest and cure the Romans of 
their plague? 

TIBER ISLAND 
 
Tossup #2: During what emperor’s reign were the Aqua Alsietīna, Aqua Iūlia, and Aqua Virgō 
built? 

AUGUSTUS 
BO1: What was the name of Rome’s first high-level aqueduct, which brought water to the top of 
the Capitoline Hill? 

AQUA MARCIA 
BO2: What was the name of the last aqueduct built during the Republic? 

AQUA TEPULA 
 
Tossup #3: Listen to the following passage, which I will read twice, and answer in English the 
question that follows: 

Ōlim erat urbs maxima et opulentissima, nomine ‘Sybaris’. Sybārites populus quam 
superbissimus et divitissimus erant. Erat quoque civitās proxima, nomine Crotona, 
quae Sybari invidet. Quodam manu in proditione nefando convicto, sceleratos 
profugas expellerunt Sybarites.  Inde, inimicitia inter civitates cita, exsules Crotonae 
sociati sunt. 

Question: According to the passage, for what reason did the Sybarites expel the band of 
criminals? 

AN UNSPEAKABLE BETRAYAL! 
BO1: The passage continues: 

Hinc, tam opulenti erant ut equos suos saltare docuissent. Itaque, illi exsules 
Crotonam certiorem fecit de hac re. Cum denique proelium coepisset, Crotonites 
tibicinibus suis imperaverunt ut cantum moverent. Continuo, equi Sybaritorum 
saltascunt. Aciebus Sybaritorum perturbatis, Crotona superat. Vero, Sybaris periit, 
ob abligurriendum. 



Question: Briefly describe the rough course of events as listed in this passage. 
 

THE SYBARITES WERE SO RICH THAT THEY TAUGHT THEIR HORSES TO 
DANCE. THE REFUGEE CRIMINALS INFORMED CROTONA OF THIS. WHEN 

THEY FOUGHT, THE CROTONITES ORDERED THEIR FLUTE PLAYERS TO PLAY 
THEIR FLUTES. THEN, THE HORSES STARTED TO DANCE, AND AFTER THE 

SYBARITES WERE SHAKEN, THE CROTONITES WON. (IF YOU DECIDE TO READ 
THE ANSWER ALOUD, DO NOT READ THIS LAST SENTENCE) THE SYBARITES 

PERISHED DUE TO THEIR INDULGENT WASTE. 
BO2: The passage is through, but there is still one more bit of information out of this passage. 
Why did Sybaris fall, according to the last sentence of the passage? 

THE SYBARITES PERISHED DUE TO THEIR INDULGENT WASTE. 
(abligurrire - to waste away from indulgence) 

 
Tossup #4: All Latin students are taught that only domus, humus, rus, cities, towns, and small 
islands govern the locative case. Which of the following words does not have an attested locative 
form: Sicyon, Delos, Hiberia, Britannia? 

HIBERIA 
BO1: Which of the following words, if any, is not an attested locative form: militiae, heri, foci, 
animi? 

ALL ARE ATTESTED LOCATIVES 
BO2: Under what circumstances would one find militia in the locative case? 

WHEN USED WITH THE NOUN IMPERIUM 
(e.g. militia imperium) 

 
Tossup #5: Who says the following lines from Book VI of the Aeneid: 

aspice, ut insignis 
spoliis Marcellus opimis                
ingreditur victorque viros supereminet omnis. 
hic rem Romanam magno turbante tumultu 
sistet eques, sternet Poenos Gallumque rebellem, 
tertiaque arma patri suspendet capta Quirino. 

 
ANCHISES 

BO1: What is Anchises describing? 



MARCELLUS WINNING 
BO2: What character gives Aeneas a tour of the future site of the Roman Forum? 

EVANDER 
 

[Score Check] 
 
Tossup #6: In poem 4, Catullus tells the tale of a well-traveled object being retired from use. 
What is this object, which has seen the Cyclades, Adriatic, Rhodes, and Thrace, among other 
places?  

A (LITTLE) SHIP 
BO1: In poem 85, Catullus famously describes his conflicting emotions for Lesbia. Give the 
opening three words of the poem. 

ODI ET AMO 
BO2: In poem 101, Catullus tells of funeral rites. Whose death is he mourning? 

HIS BROTHER 
 
Tossup #7: What type of verb has to be supplied in the following passage from Catullus? 

Phaselus ille, quem videtis, hospites 
Aut fuisse navium celerrimus 
Neque ullius natantis impetum trabis 
Nequisse praeterire, sive palmulis 
Opus foret volare sive linteo. 

A VERB OF CLAIMING / ASSERTING / SAYING / ETC. 
BO1: Catullus uses sive opus foret to mean “whether there would be need.” What case is 
governed by opus est? 

ABLATIVE 
BO2: To whom does the ship dedicate herself at the end of the poem (not read here)? 

CASTOR AND POLLUX 
(GEMELLE CASTOR ET GEMELLE CASTORIS) 

 
Tossup #8: In what year did the Roman people first vote to send an army overseas? 

464 B.C. 

BO1: Against what enemy did the Romans fight in this war? 
THE CARTHAGINIANS 



BO2: When did the final battle of this conflict take place? 
241 B.C. 

 
Tossup #9: You may know that tuna is sometimes called the “chicken of the sea,” but based on 
etymology, what bottom-feeding crustacean might better be known as the “locust of the sea?” 

LOBSTER / LOCUSTA 
BO1: From what Latin word, with what meaning, do we derive the English word Zebra? 

EQUUS - HORSE 
BO2: It’s time to advance to the next questions, mateys! But before you can advance, you must 
tell us from what two Latin prepositions we derive advance! 

AB + ANTE 

(No, seriously, we researched this thoroughly. Don’t accept challenges.) 
 
Tossup #10: Which of the following, if any, was not an author of silver age epic: Valerius 
Flaccus, Silius, Lucan, Propertius? 

PROPERTIUS 
BO1: Name the only surviving work by Propertius. 

ELEGIAE (ELEGIES) 
BO2: How many books of Propertius’ elegies survive? 

FOUR 
 

[Score Check] 
 

Tossup #11: In the final book of the Odyssey, whose father rallies the Ithacan men to avenge the 
deaths of their sons, the suitors? 

ANTINOUS’ FATHER 
BO1: Who was Antinous’ father? 

EUPEITHES 
BO2: What seer tries to make peace by argument of “they had it coming”? 

HALITHERSES 
 

 

 
 



 
Tossup #12: When recognized, please perform the following command: Age sicut cancer, 
manus gesticulans, quasi chelas habeas, et gradere ad sinistram and dexteram. 

ACT LIKE CRAB, WAVING ABOUT YOUR HANDS AS IF YOU HAVE 
CLAWS, AND WALK TO THE LEFT AND RIGHT. 

BO: Now perform this command. Se demittite ad puppem et se iactate ut piscis. 
DROP ON THE DECK AND FLOP LIKE A FISH. 

BO: Now this command: Agite ut piscatores, et piscamini unum ex vobis. 
PLAYERS SHOULD ACT LIKE FISHERMEN AND CATCH ONE OF THEIR 

TEAMMATES. 
 

Tossup #13: Identify the pun in the following sentence from Cicero: Numquam tam male est 
Siculis quin aliquid facete et commode dicant, velut in hac re aiebant in labores Herculis 
non minus hunc immanissimum verrem quam illum aprum Erymanthium referri oportere. 

VERRES AND APER BOTH MEAN “BOAR” 
BO1: Now identify the pun in this excerpt from Ovid: Ennius ingenio maximus, arte rudis. 
ENNIUS WAS BORN IN RUDIAE, AND OVID IS CALLING HIM RUDIS IN REGARDS 

TO HIS POETRY. 
BO2: Now explain the joke in this excerpt from Horace about a man named Rupilius Rex: 

laudat Brutum laudatque cohortem, 
solem Asiae Brutum appellat stellasque salubris 
appellat comites excepto Rege; Canem illum,  
invisum agricolis sidus, venisse: ruebat 
flumen ut hibernum, fertur quo rara securis. 

 
REGULUS, THE DOG STAR, ROSE DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS, 

AROUND THE TIME WHEN CROPS WERE MOST LIKELY TO BE KILLED 
BY PESTS AND PESTILENCE. THIS IS WHY FARMERS HATE THE STAR, 

AND THE OTHERS ARE “HEALTHY STARS.” HORACE IS PUNNING ON THE 
FACT THAT REGULUS IS THE DIMINUTIVE FORM OF REX - REGIS WHEN 

HE CALLS HIM THE DOG STAR. 
 

 
 



 
Tossup #14: Please provide the accusative singular for Anchises. 

ANCHISEN 
BO1: Now provide the genitive singular for Simois. 

SIMOENTIS 
BO2: Now give the nominative plural for Lampas 

LAMPADES 
 
Tossup #15: What action by the Romans in 338 BC served as a symbol in the city that Roman 
imperialism would no longer be contained by the seas? 

(WON ITS FIRST NAVAL BATTLE AND) DECORATED THE SPEAKER’S 

PLATFORM (ROSTRA) WITH THE PROWS OF ENEMY SHIPS 
BO1: Off the coast of what Italian city did Rome earn this first naval victory? 

ANTIUM 
BO2: What conflict was resolved after a Roman victory at this battle? 

THE (GREAT) LATIN WAR 
 

[Score Check] 
 

Tossup #16: [Pic of Jason coming out of dragon, Colchian Dragon disgorging Jason, 
Athenian red-figure kylix C5th B.C.] Who is this poor guy being vomited out of some beast? 

JASON 
BO1: Who were the parents of this dragon? 

TYPHON & ECHIDNA 
BO2: What is another version of the story involving this dragon? 

JASON SLAYS THE DRAGON / MEDEA PUTS IT TO SLEEP 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Tossup #17: The Aquilifer of which of Caesar’s legions helped turn the tide of the battle of 
Caesar’s first foray into Britain by leaping into the sea with the legion’s standard in order to 
encourage his fellow legionnaires to join the battle? 

THE TENTH LEGION 
BO1: Why would the soldiers follow this brave fool into battle? 

THEY DID NOT WANT THE LEGION’S EAGLE / STANDARD TO BE LOST 
BO2: Who was the commander of Caesar’s 13th legion and Caesar’s second in command? 

TITUS LABIENUS 
 

 
Tossup #18: Which of the following place names is not derived from a Latin place name: Gaul, 
Australia, York, Chester. 

GAUL 
BO: Which of the following words is not a native Latin word (which word is a loan from another 
language):  bos, sus, ovis, anser 

BOS (IT’S SUPPOSEDLY OF SABELLIC ORIGIN) 
BO: Which of the following, if any, has a diminutive ending: Oculus, Angulus, Cingulum, 
Insula 

NONE 
 

Tossup #19: What topic does the majority of Vergil’s fourth book of Georgics focus on? 
BEES 

BO1: Another famous passage by Vergil from his Aeneid also uses an extended simile 
concerning bees. In what book of the Aeneid do we find this simile which compares the people 
of Carthage to worker bees? 

BOOK 1 
BO2: Finally, in another famous passage from Vergil, the narrator compares the Trojans leaving 
Carthage to a column of ants gathering food. In what book of the Aeneid do we find this simile 
which comes from Dido’s perspective? 

BOOK 4 
[Score Check] 

 

Tossup #20: Give any definition of the word ‘clavus’ 
callus, wart, tumor, excrescence; foul brood in bees; fungus disease in olives,  

nail, spike, rivet; purple stripe on tunic, tiller/helm, helm of ship of state 



BO1: Now give another 
SEE ABOVE 

BO2: Now give another 
SEE ABOVE 

 
[Congratulate teams and send scoresheet to 066 New Cabell Hall] 

  



Tossup #16 Visual: 
 

Athenian red-figure kylix 5th Century B.C. 
 

 


